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The Guardian
President’s Message

A few words from Beth Mendoza
I had the nicest thing happen after 
the National.  I was unable to attend 
the National as I had to work.  (Yes, 
yes, I can hear you saying, “Wait.  I 
thought Beth retired.”  I seem to be 
unclear on the whole concept.  But I 
digress…)  For the last couple of 
years I have sponsored classes at the 
National in honor of 
my Corgis, and this 
year, I sponsored an 
Obedience class in 
Cooper’s name.  
About a week or so 
after the National, I 
received a note in 
the mail.  It wasn’t a 
name or address that 
I recognized and I 
almost threw it into 
the pile of Fall 
Match pre-match entries that was 
accumulating on my desk, but I 
opened it just to be sure.  The note 
was not about the match, but was 
from someone who had gotten a 
placement in the class I sponsored 
in Cooper’s name thanking me for 
doing so.  Well, I just thought that 
was he nicest thing I’d ever received.  

I have always just taken for granted 
those who put money towards 
classes at Specialties and never given 
them a second thought.  I guess I 
just thought all those classes just 
magically appeared for folks to 
enter.  So for all the class donors out 
there:  Thank you!!  I promise to do 

better!

I hope everyone’s 
Thanksgiving was 
great and we all 
took the time to 
count the 
blessings in our 
lives: our families, 
our friends, our 
health, and 
especially our 
wonderful dogs.  

What would we do without them?

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays to all!  Hope you all can 
make the PWCCSC Holiday Party 
at Jeri Dinnel’s house, Saturday, 
December 13.  

Do you have News?
Do you have a brag?  Did 
you get a new puppy? Is 
your dog celebrating a 
birthday?  A win or leg you 
are really happy about?  First 
brags are free, extra brags, 
or brags with photos are only 
$5 !
Do you have other dog-
related news, photos, 
articles, humor or upcoming 
events you’d like to share?  
Contact Samantha Williams, 
Guardian editor, 
mezzowithcorgis@gmail.com
Do you have a special dog, 
or a service or product you’d 
like to promote?
Ads are only $10 for a small 
ad, and $15 for a large ad. 
Contact Samantha for more 
information on paid ads, or 
send her your news and 
articles!  This is YOUR 
newsletter, make it great!
Deadline to make publication 
in our next issue will be 
March 15, 2015.
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Send us your brags!  
If your Pembroke 
did well in the ring, 
tell us! First brag is 
free, remember!  
Plus, we want to 
recognize as many 
new titles as we 
can.

I would like to take a moment to thank the PWCCSC for the flowers and card, as well as 
the many club members who send cards, called, or sent emails of sympathy during my recent loss.  It is 
just another way of reminding us how great corgi people are!  I would also like to thank Katie Finlay for 
stepping in and finishing a couple of articles for me while I dealt with my brother’s funeral, and I would 
like thank the entire PWCCSC for patience during the delays in publishing this issue.

On a happier note, I would like to encourage club members to send in articles for the Guardian.  
Have an idea but are unsure of how to write the article?  Send us your “outline” and we can probably 
work it into an article!

For the Spring 2015 issue, I would like to start a series on product reviews.  Items like crates, 
common grooming tools, things like that.  If you have recently tried a new product and would like to 
share about it, please let us know.

Sincerely,
Samantha Williams
Editor, PWCCSC Guardian.

FROM THE EDITOR
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Corgis have been competing at Agility Trials throughout Southern California over the last few 
months. This year the AKC Agility Nationals will be held on March 27-29, 2015 in Reno, Nevada.  Three 
corgis from our club have qualified for Nationals. Two have qualified in the Regular class.  They are Eve, 
MACH3 Rcksmthl Its All About Xmas Eve HSAs MXC MJB2 MXF TQX T2B4 owned by Denise Hansford, 
and Gidget, Highgrove Surf ’s Up At Rincon UD RE HSAs MX MXJ XF T2B CA  owned by Amy Balchum.  
One dog has qualified in the Preferred class;   Oliver,  PACH2 Rincon Oliver Twist UD OM1 VER RAE 
HSAds NA MXP8 MXPG MJP8 MJPG PAX2 XFP T2BP CA THD owned by Amy Balchum.   Oliver also 
finished the year as the Number 8 Preferred corgi in the country.

To qualify for entry to the 2015  Regular Class at the Agility Nationals, the dog must have earned 20 Qs in 
Master’s Standard and/or Jumpers, 4 QQs and 500 MACH points during the qualifying period which was 
from December 1, 2013 to November 30, 2014.  To qualify for entry at the Preferred level, the dog must have 
earned 20 Qs in Master’s Standard and/or Jumpers, 4 QQs and 500 PACH points during the qualifying period 
and must have run in Preferred classes exclusively between April 1 and November 30.  

The AKC is raising the standards for 2016 to 5 
double Q’s, 20 Q’s in Masters Standard and/or 
Master’s JWW and 600 MACH or PACH 
points.

AGILITY NEWS - SUBMITTED BY AMY BALCHUM

Denise Hansford’s Eve Amy Balchun’s Oliver

Amy Balchum’s Gidget



  PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WINTER, 2014            

PAGE �                                                                                                                                                         4

PWCCSC FALL MATCH - SUBMITTED BY BETH MENDOZA

On Saturday, October 18, 2014, the PWCCSC held its annual fall Fun Match and General 
Meeting at Canyon RV Park, in Anaheim.  There was fresh, hot Starbucks and donuts waiting for 
arrivals  thanks  to  Bev  Michalik.   Our  Conformation judge  was  Jean York (Coalbyn)  and our 
Obedience and Rally judge was Pamela C. Regan.  For the first time, we opened performance up 
to all breeds (great idea, Samantha Williams!) and it was well attended as many Obedience folks 
out there were getting ready for Top Dog competition.  We had a smaller conformation entry, but 
those who showed had a great opportunity for some practice in the ring.  Best in Match went to 
12-18 month Puppy Bitch Brynmor’s Almost Famous, owned by Mary Hering and Tracy Liston, 
and Best Opposite went to 6-9 month Puppy Dog Coventry Coal, owned by Bill Shelton, Beckie 
Williams, Mary Hawkins, and Steve Leyerle.   In Obedience and Rally, most participants were 
showing Exhibition only so they could get practice for upcoming events.   Many thanks to our 
judges, and thanks especially those people who stewarded:  Susan Robinson (who was unable to 
show her own dogs because we worked her so hard), Beth Mendoza, Sarah Fitzell, and Stacy Holtz 
and Samantha Williams, who set up the Rally course after breed competition was completed to 
help move things along.  Thanks to AJ Listman for stepping in as a post when needed.  Special 
thanks to Stacy for judging Rally until Pam could get over there.  Beth promises to have things 
better organized next year so everyone gets to play.  Thanks to Sarah Fitzell who stewarded in 
Conformation, too, and to the hearty souls who were there to help set up and tear down:  Stacy 
and Alan Holtz, Katie Finlay, Bill Miller, Sarah Fitzell, Jerry and Sharon Pratt, and Bev and Art 
Michalik.   Our  General  Meeting  was  held  under  the  beautiful  shade  trees,  where  the  new 
PWCCSC Officers and Board were voted in, and we got to share yummy Pumpkin Cheesecake 
cupcakes made by Kelly Torres.  Thanks to everyone who came to support the Match.

Conformation 
match judge 
Jean York with 
her Best 
Opposite in 
Match (L) and 
Best in Match 
(R)
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The Conformation ring 
saw many nice young 
corgis get some ring 
practice.  After the 
conformation match was 
finished, the ring was 
pressed into service for a 
Rally Ring, and Stacy 
Holtz became the 
emergency Rally Judge. 
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Save the date!  Our Specialties will be Friday, February 13 and Saturday, 
February 14, 2015.
Judges are:  Conformation:  Nicole Blance (Friday) and Cindy Savioli 
(Saturday).  Sweeps judge:  Pam Dent.  Obedience judges:  Gina Grissom, 
and Susie Osburn.

In order to make the Specialty a reality, we need the support of YOU!  Yes, the seasoned 
breeder/owner/handler.  Yes, the person who only has pets but loves Corgis.  Yes, the person 
who was active in showing years ago but now only has a pet for company.  Everyone, please 
step up and help.  Help is needed in two ways:

1.  Sponsor a class.  Awards are not cheap, but they are part of what makes a Specialty 
special.  Sponsoring is easy!  You can go to http://www.pwccsc.com/?page_id=3326 and pay 
directly with PayPal.  Use the comment box to tell us which class you would like to 
sponsor.  Regular conformation and Sweepstakes classes are $30 per day, $60 for the whole 
event.  Obedience and Rally classes are $25 per day, $50 for the whole event.  “Major” 
awards are reserved until December 31, but get those class sponsorships in now!  

If PayPal isn’t your thing, you can write a note saying which class you want to sponsor, along 
with how you want to sponsor the award (In Memory, In Honor, Name, etc) and make check 
payable to PWCCSC and mail to :  Sarah Fitzell   P. O. Box 7608   Riverside, CA  92513. Any 
questions, email me at: redawgs@outlook.com

2.  Help work the event.  Many hands make the work light.  Can you help load/unload the 
trailer?  Or, do you have a teenager in your life (child, grandchild, etc) who can?  If physical 
stuff isn’t for you, maybe you can ring steward.  Besides the conformation steward, stewards 
are needed in Obedience and Rally too. Of the three, one is a full-time seated position, great 
for someone who just can’t get around like they wish they could.  Maybe helping with 
hospitality or putting together gifts is your thing.  Whatever you can imagine, the Specialty 
needs it, and needs YOU!  Don’t wait, contact Sarah now at redawgs@outlook.com and tell 
her what you will do for the Specialty!

SPECIALTY NEWS
Editor’s Note:  This article is a reprint from Fall 2014, because this is important stuff that 

bears repeating! 

http://www.pwccsc.com/?page_id=3326
mailto:redawgs@outlook.com
mailto:redawgs@outlook.com
http://www.pwccsc.com/?page_id=3326
mailto:redawgs@outlook.com
mailto:redawgs@outlook.com
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EXERCISE FINISHED:  PEMBROKES TAKE ON THE OBEDIENCE RING - 
SUBMITTED BY SAMANTHA WILLIAMS

The past months have been busy ones for the Obedience Corgis.  As the weather (in theory) cools 
off, it is a season of many popular shows and trials.  Back in August, the Southwest Obedience Club’s 
trials were held in Gardena.  Susan Robinson’s Jack Ryan earned a couple of qualifying scores and 
placements in the Beginner Novice B class, Amy Balchum’s Oliver had a qualifying score in Utility B one 
day, and Amy took both Oliver and Gidget into the Brace class just for fun, and won the class.  Samantha 
Williams and Buddy made the trip down to be on a Rally team with Susan Robinson and one of her 
corgis, as well as two other non-corgis.  Buddy also competed in the Veteran obedience class, won the 
class, and was High In Trial Non-Regular classes with a score of 197.

In September, the Santa Ana Valley Kennel Club treated obedience exhibitors to indoor rings.  
Amy and Oliver got another qualifying score in Utility, Kathy Dolge and Darcy received the first two legs 
toward their CD title in the Novice B class, and Katie Finlay and Conan earned their first leg in the 
Novice A class.  Over in the Rally ring, Mary Locke and Coventry Marquee at Segni won the Rally 
Advanced B class with a perfect score of 100!  A little further north on the same weekend, Samantha 
Williams and Diva attended to Santa Maria-San Luis German Shepherd Dog club’s trials, which they 
graciously open to all breeds.  Diva earned the first two double-Q’s needed for her Rally Advanced 
Excellent title.

October’s first big obedience event is the Bakersfield Obedience Training Club’s trials.  In the 
Obedience ring, the big news was Amy Balchum’s Gidget earning back-to-back qualifying scores and 1st 
placements in the Utility A class.  Oliver had a qualifying score one day in Utility B, and the other day in 
Open B.  Samantha Williams’ Buddy and Diva each earned a pair of RAE legs, and her Pippin came out 
of retirement to win the Veteran’s class on Sunday.

At the Pasanita Obedience Club’s trial at the end of October, Amy and Oliver earned a UDX leg. 
Over in the Rally ring, Mary Locke and Coventry Marquee at Segni earned another qualifying score in 
the Advanced B class.

November began with the San Gabriel club’s shows at the Industry Hills Expo center, and Amy 
Balchum had a memorable day, with Oliver earning yet another UDX leg, and Gidget completing her 
UD title.  The next day both Oliver and Gidget qualified in the Utility B class.  The next weekend was 
the annual Top Dog inter-club competition.  The winning team featured  both Oliver and Gidget.
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TRAVELING TAIL-LESS
OLIVER AND AMY PLACE 4TH IN UTILITY AT THE 2014 AKC 

OBEDIENCE CLASSIC

The AKC Obedience Classic is held in Orlando Florida in conjunction with the the Eukanuba 
National Championship and the AKC Agility Invitational. To be eligible to enter the Obedience 
Classic, the dog must have met the eligibility requirements at one of four levels; Novice, Open, Utility 
or Masters (which is combination of Utility and Open).  This year, two PWCCSC corgis were eligible 
to compete, Gidget at the Open level and Oliver at the Utility level. Both are owned by Amy 
Balchum.  Amy decided to take Oliver to Florida.

The Utility class at the Classic had 46 entries from all over the United States. There were a total of 
five entries from California in the entire Classic.  The majority of entries were from the Midwest, 
East and Southeast. Oliver was one of only two Pembroke Welsh Corgis entered in the entire Classic. 
There were also three Cardigans.  Golden Retrievers and Border Collies made up most of the entries.

The Utility class in the Classic consisted of three separate Utility classes. In each class the dog was 
scored on each component of an AKC Utility 
class. These are Signal Exercise, Articles 1 and 2, 
Directed Retrieve, Moving Stand and Directed 
Jumping 1 and 2. The maximum score for each 
class was 200 points with a total of 600 being 
possible for the Classic.  The dog had to pay 
attention, not make mistakes and have stamina 
as the trial was over the course of two days.  For 
the Southern California dog who is used to 
trialing outdoors, there was the added novelty of 
being indoors in a huge and very noisy building 
(Obedience was right next to the grooming 
area).  This was following his first airplane ride.  
If anyone wants to see how big a corgi can fit 
under a seat, check him out at our Specialty.

Oliver represented Southern California and the 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis well by finishing fourth 
in the Utility Class!  He did an amazing job and 
received many compliments.  Many of the 
people were not used to seeing a Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi compete in Obedience at that 

level.
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Each of us has had that special dog -- the one whose character and personality not only delights 
us, but everyone the dog meets. For Linda Buchannan, that dog is Willow, a Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
rescue. Five years ago, Linda adopted Willow when she had been left behind with her parents and 
littermates when their owner was arrested. Willow, known as Little Woo to her friends, is a busy little 
dog. She and Linda actively fundraise with Team Lowrider, a group that raises money for nonprofits such 
as the Humane Society and the 
K9 Cancer Walk. They also 
socialize with the popular San 
Diego Corgi Meetup. Willow’s 
vivacious personality has also 
made her a favorite at Hidden 
Valley Obedience Club where 
she is often asked to 
demonstrate her tricks for the 
beginner classes. Her cutest 
trick is tucking herself into bed. 

Due to an illness, Willow developed some physical challenges, leaving her with limited activity. 
Last year, Linda attended a workshop on using nose work as enrichment for shelter dogs, but she was 
more excited to find an activity that would be fun, challenging and safe for Willow’s active Corgi mind. 
Linda signed up for a nose work class, and Willow took to it immediately. First, she learned to find food 
in boxes, then moved on to alerting Linda when she found one of three scents -- Birch, Anise or Clove. 
This month, they’ll take the ORT, Odor Recognition Test. This test is the first step toward competing in 
nose work trials. They’ll have three minutes to find the scent 
without any false alerts. Everyone keep your paws crossed for 
Willow! 

What does she have to say about nose work? She 
thinks all Corgis, especially those who are socially or 
physically unable to do traditional dog sports, should try nose 
work. She welcomes the competition.  

Related Links

National Association of Canine Scent Work http://www.nacsw.net/home 

San Diego Corgi Meetup http://www.meetup.com/SanDiegoCorgiMeetup/ 

WILLOW, A NOSE THAT KNOWS
story by Katie Finlay, with information submitted by Linda Buchanan

http://www.nacsw.net/home
http://www.meetup.com/SanDiegoCorgiMeetup/
http://www.nacsw.net/home
http://www.meetup.com/SanDiegoCorgiMeetup/
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Left — 
Footnote:  Linda 
Buchanan writes:   
Willow did it!  
She passed all 3 
odors today! 

Right— 
Conan and Katie 
heeling in his BH 
test 

Although Corgis are my true love in dogs, some of you might know that I'm also an active 
trainer and competitor in the sport of IPO - formerly known as Schutzhund. IPO is a three phase 
German dog sport that includes tracking, obedience, and protection. While Corgis aren't bred to do 
any police work, it's no surprise that they excel at tracking and obedience! Needless to say, Conan 
enjoys both.

To compete in IPO, all dogs must pass a temperament test known as the BH. The BH is sort of 
a glorified CD. It includes a very long heeling pattern, both on and off leash with a group, a sit and 

down out of heeling motion, and a recall. After the 
obedience portion, dogs are tested by their 
reactions to crowds, cars, other dogs and other 
distractions; similar to a CGC.

We trained hard leading up to the trial, but 
took the last week off for vacation with family just 
before. Despite the lack of training and the pouring 
rain we encountered on trial day, Conan performed 
like a dream. In fact, in a sport dedicated to 
protection dogs, he was awarded first place above 
four other dogs - all German Shepherds. The judge 
himself even said that Conan had a perfect BH 
routine and we lost no points!

It's no secret how much I love this dog, and 
how proud he's made me. He may have even gained 
a few cute points for our high five after he was 
announced the winner! He has lived up to his name 
in being a true gentleman and pleasure to train - Sir 
Conan of Stubby Legs BH CD RN HT CGC!

A CORGI’S IPO ADVENTURE - SUBMITTED BY KATIE FINLAY
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PANDY:  ”OUT OF THE MOUTHS..."
Part 2

BY EDWIN R. YORK, 
(please note:  sharing or reprinting any part of “Pandy” requires permission of the author)

     
To bring you up-to-date, Pandy was now in her 8th week of expecting a litter of puppies.  She 

really wanted this litter – and is now realizing that it is just a bit late to change her mind.  Betty, 
wife and mother of Pandy’s human family, had just informed Pandy that she had about a week left 
to go – more or less.  Pandy, though, was really ready for it all to be over with!

     
“A week left? How do you know?” Pandy had asked.  “You’ve never had a litter of puppies before.”
“But there are books!” Betty responded. “I’ve been doing more reading for your pregnancy than I ever 

did for my own!”
“Well,” Pandy replied, “I think that’s only right.  I’ll have more children that you’ve got!”
Betty rubbed Pandy’s ears.  “Next thing you’ll be telling me is that you’ll get your figure back faster, 

too!”
“Well, maybe it would be easier for you if you went around on four feet like I do.  Maybe if you have 

any more children you might try it!”
“For nine months?”  Betty responded.  “Humph!”
Betty had taken her in to visit the veterinarian several times. About a month ago he had poked a bit and 

then rubbed her tummy with some sort of machine, then announced to Betty that Pandy was carrying at 
least five puppies, and Pandy had almost said something in excitement in front of him.  When they were 
finally back in the car on the way home Pandy realized that she was chattering about her anticipated litter.  
Betty smiled knowingly to herself.  She remembered very well being excited when she was pregnant.

Today Pandy dawdled about in the yard for a while.  She felt heavy and more than a little awkward.  It 
was almost easier for her to stand and wander around than it was just to rest on her bed.  She felt as if she 
couldn’t get a full breath any more, but that would pass once the puppies were born.  She hoped.

Pandy went back in the house and discovered that Jim had come downstairs for breakfast.  From the 
looks of how he was dressed, he wasn’t going to work.

“Hi, Pandy,” he said, bending over and cupping her chin in his hand.  “How are you feeling this 
morning?”

“Something like a football,” she answered, “just after it’s been fumbled and just before the whole world 
jumps on it!”

Jim raised his eyebrows. “That bad?”
“Well,” she cocked her head to one side and looked up at him, “Not really.  I guess I feel okay, but I sure 

am ready for it to be over.”
“Ha! That’s what Betty always said.  Of course it always took her nine months, instead of nine weeks!”
“I think nine weeks is plenty long.  These are dog weeks! Isn’t that more than a full human year?” She 

looked out of the corner of her eye at Jim, showing him that she wasn’t very serious. “Aren’t you going to 
work today?”
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“Oh, didn’t Betty tell you?  I’ve been delegated to make you a whelping box.”
“A whelping box? You mean I need to be shut up?”
“Oh, no.  You can get out of it.  It’s mostly a place where your pups can’t go wandering off and where we 

can keep them warm.”
“I thought that was my job.”
Jim smiled. “Well, sure it is.  But you’ll want some time off for good behavior every once in a while.  

That is, if you’ve been good.”
Pandy followed Jim out to the garage where she watched him make a fairly large, low box.  It didn’t 

have a bottom to it, and along each of the sides he put a small railing just a few inches up from the 
bottom.

“What’s that for?” Pandy asked.
“Well, the directions that I got from the kennel club said that it was to protect the puppies from the 

mother dog laying on them!”
“What?” Pandy was indignant.  “Don’t you think I’ve got sense enough not to lay on my own puppies?”
“Oh, sure you do.”  Jim tried to calm her.  “But if you’ve got a big litter you might doze off and lose 

count or something. This just gives the pups a little space to scoot into.”
Pandy didn’t say anything.  She just looked at Jim with a tiny frown on her face.
“Hey,” he said, after a moment, “I’m just following the directions.  It wouldn’t have crossed my mind!”
“Well, I should hope not.  I just don’t think it’s necessary.”
Pandy was pleased about having a whelping box, although she tried to think of a more artistic name for 

it.  As the next few days went by she found herself going back to where it sat near Jim and Betty’s 
bedroom and carefully stepping into it over its low door.

Betty put a soft little mattress in one corner of the whelping box, covering it with old bath towels.  In 
the rest of the box she put several layers of newspapers.

“Are those for me to read?” Pandy asked.
“Nope.  You get to tear them up.” Betty responded.
“I do what?”
Betty smiled. “Never mind.  You’ll know what to do when the time comes.”
“You’ve said that before, Betty.  It’s not an answer.  What am I supposed to do with all those papers?  

Are you trying to tell me that I’m not as well house-broken as I should be?”
“Oh, no, Pandy.  Some mother dogs shred papers before puppies are born.  I think it has something to 

do with wanting to make a nice warm place where they can have their puppies.”
Pandy just looked at the newspapers.  They didn’t look tasty at all.  She certainly wasn’t going to waste 

time shredding them.
But in the middle of the night two days later, Betty was awakened by the sound of tearing paper.  She 

quietly slid out of bed and went over to the whelping box.  Pandy looked up at her, a piece of torn paper in 
her mouth.

“I think something’s happening,” she panted.
“Oh, Pandy, I believe you’re right! Your temperature dropped early yesterday.”
Very quietly, so as not to awaken Jim, Pandy then proceeded to give birth to six very tiny and very 

lovely little puppies. Betty helped, and found herself wiping away her own happy tears after they were all 
born.  It had gone a lot easier than she had anticipated. After the puppies were all well washed by Pandy 
and nursing greedily, Pandy looked up at Betty and spoke for the first time since her labor started.  

“Golly, that’s enough to wear me out!  I think I’m going to take a little nap now.  I think they’re all okay, 
aren’t they?”  

“Are you sure you feel okay?”  Betty asked.
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“Well, other than feeling like I’ve just been in some kind of all-day fight with a really big dog, I guess I’m okay.  
Do we need to go see the veterinarian now?”

“I think we can wait until you feel up to it.  No later than after breakfast, though.”
“Fine, but I’m not a bit hungry.”  Pandy put her head down, still panting.  “Good night.  I’m going to rest a 

while.”
Betty stood watching her for a few minutes.  The puppies all seemed strong and were hunting eagerly for 

food.  Betty closed her eyes for a moment and sighed deeply.  Pandy was safe, and the puppies all seemed to be 
well.  She smiled and turned back toward her own bed.

Later the veterinarian gave Pandy a clean bill of health.  He looked at each of the puppies, grunting and 
nodding as he looked. “Yes, Mrs. Candia, it looks like you and Pandy did a fine job.  They’re all healthy and she’s 
looking good, too.  You gotta say something for beginner’s luck!”

Betty looked down at Pandy and ruffled her ears. “You did a good job, Pandy!  They are lovely puppies.”
Pandy almost bit her lip.  Once again she had started to speak in front of the veterinarian.  Betty grinned at 

her.  She knew what Pandy had almost done.
Back in the car on the way home Betty asked Pandy what she had started to say.  Pandy had a slightly stricken 

look about her.
“I forgot to see if they are boys or girls!” she confessed.
“I checked,” said Betty. “You are the proud mother of two little girls, two little boys, and two more little girls!”
“When do we name them?”
Betty glanced over at Pandy. “Whenever you want to, Mother.”
The next few days went by quickly.  Pandy worried through the dew claws and tail-docking events but 

discovered rapidly that her offspring were bothered far less by all that happened to them than she was.  
Several days later Pandy came bounding down the stairs to tell everyone about the first little gleam of an eye 

peeking out at the world.  She was specially fascinated by the rapid change from pink to black of the puppies’ 
noses.

“Betty, come and see!” she called one morning.  “Joey has an ear up!”
“Oh,” said Betty, wisely, peering into the whelping box. “That means that he is about to get his Corgi soul!”
“He’s getting what?” asked Pandy, puzzled.
“Oh, nothing,” Betty answered. “It’s just that they really turn into Corgis when their ears go up!”
“Is that true?” Pandy asked.  “I wondered how that worked.”
Betty relented. “Oh, not really, Pandy!  They’ve been Corgis all along.  That’s just an old saying.  It’s like telling 

you that they’ll get their brains through the mail when they’re a year old.”
“Oh,” Pandy said.  She wasn’t sure if she was convinced or not.
That evening when Susan got home from school Betty told her about the ear that had gone up.  Susan ran 

upstairs to see Pandy and the puppies. “Golly, every time I see them they look bigger!” 
Susan asked, “Which one had its ear up?”
“Joey did,” Pandy nosed one puppy over toward Susan.  “I think it’s gone back down now that he’s tired.”
“Oh.  I wanted to see what he looked like with it up.  I suppose I could turn him upside down and see.”
Pandy smiled.  She had already thought of that.
“Say, Pandy,” Susan spoke thoughtfully. “Do you think the puppies might learn to speak from you?”
Pandy shook her head. “I really don’t know,” she answered. “Maybe the speaking and flying were just for me to 

do. I really can’t say.”
“Have you asked my mother about finding homes for them?”
“Not yet, though I’m sure she’s thought about it.  I’d like to keep them around for a while.”
“I think my father wants us to keep one of the puppies; that is, if it’s okay with you.”
“That would be nice.” Pandy wrinkled her brow for a moment. “Do you know which one they might want to 

keep?”
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“Don’t you have a preference?” Susan asked.
“No,” Pandy answered. “Right now I think any of them would fit in just perfectly.  They certainly 

get that from their mother.”
“Oh, I know.  I meant don’t you have a favorite?”
Pandy laughed. “Sure I do!  They’re all my favorite!”
Susan paused for a moment, and then she spoke hesitantly, “Won’t you feel sad when they go off to 

new homes?”
Pandy thought before answering. “I love my little puppies dearly, Susan, but once they are grown 

and gone, well, it changes.  They grow to be a lot more independent than human children ever get to 
be.  I’ll be very pleased if they all can find loving and happy homes.  That would make it all worth it.”

Susan went slowly back downstairs.  She wasn’t sure if she really understood what Pandy meant or 
really how she felt. She knew better than to try to make Pandy into a four-legged human, but since 
there was so much that they could share together it was vaguely troublesome that there were still so 
many differences.

Early the next morning Pandy called out for Susan to come and see Joey’s ear. It was back up again.  
Susan picked up the little somber-faced puppy and wrinkled her nose at him.  He tried a tentative lick 
on the tip of her nose and she giggled.  “He still smells like a puppy!” she laughed.

“I have something else to show you, too!” Pandy said, hiding a smile.
“What is it?”  Susan looked down at the rest of the litter. “Does somebody else have their ears up?”
“I’m not telling, but you had better go call your mother as well.”
Susan put Joey down back among his brothers and sisters, and ran to the top of the stairs.  

“Mother!” she called. “Pandy wants to show you something!”
“In a minute!” Betty answered back, “As soon as I dry my hands.”
Betty came up the stairs and stood with Susan by the whelping box.  “What is it, Pandy?” she 

asked.
“Well,” said Pandy. “She probably won’t do it now, but let me try.”  Pandy nuzzled one little girl 

away from her into a corner of the box and then stood up, dislodging all of the other puppies.
“Which one is that?” Susan asked.
“It’s Cammy.  Is there something wrong with her?” Betty asked anxiously. “Her ears don’t look like 

they’ve been up!”
“Oh, she’s just fine.” Pandy answered, “I just want you to listen real close.”
“Well, they’re all making noise because somebody’s mother isn’t feeding them enough!” Susan said.
“Yes,” answered Pandy. “But listen to her!”
Betty bent down toward the little puppy staggering up on her four feet in the corner.  Its eyes were 

open and she bounded unsteadily back over towards Pandy.  Then Betty heard it.  The little puppy was 
saying very softly, “Mama!”

THE END
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Thank you! 
A special thanks to all PWCCSC members who submitted articles or information for this issue of the Guardian!

Linda Buchanan
Elizabeth Mendoza
Ed and Jean York
Gwen Platt
Amy Balchum
Sarah Firzell
Katie Finlay

Special thanks to Katie Finlay for being a second set of eyes during editing!


